





Ourjoumcg...

T his has been ajoumcg from silence to spccch from veils to
assertion and from cxP!oitation to self-reliance. A thousand Pictures
embellished in hues of toils, of nig}ﬂts forlorn and of dags’ unrest.
Travcling in time with a horizon drawn and stretched to adorn our
hearts and our dreams. \We weave the music, liglﬁt and r!ﬁgthm of sand
into the motifs on clothes. We embroider threads narrating ourjogs

and our strugglcs... stories of our living.






Cha”engiﬂg our frontiers, Expanding them large

We walked into the remote desert from the other side, in and after
1971, with little }'loPc of the future. Struggling to eke out a ]iving in
the hostile and unwelcoming desert. Living in a society, feudalistic

and Patriarcha], where we, women had no say or role to P]ag.

The hards!ﬂips grew manifold.






Things began to turn over with kashidakari bccoming our mainstay
for survival. Reachiﬂg out with our onlg modes of exPression, our
kashidakari has become our language and our way to life. Speaking
a language of solitude to a world of words, our designs are
emulsions of ourjourneys in time. Laging out our stories to be

Playcd aloud anc] to }DC heard and Scen.






Embarking on tl'lisjoumeg little did we know we could become what we are!
Today, drawing Possibi!ities for all of ourfamilies and children alike, we
stand steadfast as decision makers in our families and contribute to both,
income and welfare. But it was cxtremely difficult to break open the cocoon
and let the world see our colours. We had to Figh’c our spaces within the
Family and outside, in the community. QOurimmense hard work, umqinching
determination and undoubted dedication to our work alone saw us thus far.

And thus you see and feel our work.






(rmul has handheld us and has been partnering with us to improve
our art, our confidence and oPcning out new markets and
Possihilities for our efforts. ( Jrmul collaborated with us to form
Sehu'lclp groups. |t continues to motivate our marginalisccl

community for collaborative efforts in builcling alternative livelihoods.

Todag we are over 700 women from 11 vi”ages co”aborating in
groups, working out our finances and nurturing a growing, cnterprise

of over 2 crores ]NR






Urmu]’s ]ncome Gcneration Fro_ject has been suppor’cing us }33
xcorma!izing our self he!P groups, skill uP~g,raciationJ technical support,
scaling up and also with national-international market linkages for our

art. All our Products come certified with the (C raftsmark acknowledging
the qualitg of our handwork.
Todag, bcﬂcitting our roles of entrepreneurs, we have learnt the art of
managing our businesses. Trave]ing states, even countries with
comcidcnce, asserting our knowledge) our art and our existence. \We

are striving to our ties with our worlds and outside.






Wc are thankful to our Partners, Rangasutra, Das’ckar, Das’ckari Haat
Samiti, 5ampoorn, and Sanatkada who help us share ourjourncg

tl'lroug]'l our work within the country and across the g]obe.






About the ]GF

The ]ncomc Gcneration Frogram (]GF) was initiated in the year 1991 to
institutionalize women artisans of the border regions in western Rajasthan.
Frogram intended to empower, both sociallg and cconomica”g, women

artisans who decorate and accentuate fabric with their traditional s’cg]c of

cmbroiderg called Kashida‘

A” activities of the IGF are coordinated tlﬁrough these groups.
Distribu’cing wor1<, collection of embroidered Produc’cs, qua]i’cg chcck, timelg
dc]ivcrg, and finances- this all is taken care bg women themselves. Theg
voice their oPinions now, Plan their houses, drive the income and welmcarc,

and are a Part of the dccision~mal<ing within the Fami]g and the society.






About Urmul

|n the harsh and inhospitable regions of rural Rajasti'ian in the | har Desert,
URMUL has been innovating models for inducing communit9~ciriven socio
developmcntai changes ]35 dcvising programmes, strengthcning them,

sustaining and Fina”g hanciing them over to communities.

Urmul's work is guidcd 135 the sPirit and trust Placed in Peopie’s capabilities to
bring about the much needed social change with their own efforts. Most of the
work is focused on vulnerable and marginalised sections of the society -
Women and Children. Urmui works on all the Millennium Dcvclopmcnt
(Goals for empowering the margina]ised and vulnerable sections of societg in

over 1000 vi“ages in this desert state of [ndia- ’chematica”g wori<irig on Hcaitlﬁ,
[~ ducation, Liveiihoocj, [~ nvironment and MothcmClﬁild care.



lxcgou like our efforts and the Products, do write
back to us,

Urmu] Desert Cra]ct

Urmul Seemant Samiti

Near Fower Cirid Station

Dajju 334 305,

Block Kolayat, District Bikancr
Rajasthan, ]ndia

FPhone +91 1535 232 034

email-desertcrafts@urm ulerg



